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Abstract

Iraqg’s oil policy underwent radical changes, progressing through
stages until 1972 when Iraq issued a decision to nationalize oil.
This letter aims to analyze the Kurdistan Democratic Party’s stance
on Iraq’s oil policy from the 1958 coup to the Algiers Agreement
in 1975. Notably, the party’s role in advocating for the legitimate
rights of the Kurdish people impacted subsequent stages. The
study, grounded in historical events, employs a scientific and
academic approach to illuminate the party’s position on Iraqg’s oil
policy and its influence on relations between the Iraqi government
and the Kurdish liberation movement.

The thesis comprises an introduction, three chapters, a
conclusion, appendices, and a list of sources. The introduction
provides a historical overview of oil exploration in Iraq, oil
company arrivals, agreements, and production development
stages. Chapter one (1958-1963) delves into key oil developments,
including government negotiations with oil companies, Law No.
(80) of 1961, and the Ain Zala oil field attack in 1962 by the
Kurdistan Democratic Party.

Chapter two (1963-1970) explores the party’s stance on
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government-oil company negotiations, its position on Law No.
(93) of 1967, and the motives behind attacking Kirkuk oil fields
in 1963. Chapter three (1970-1975) examines the party’s views on
Iraq’s oil policy during these years, its demands in oil negotiations,
alignment with the 1972 nationalization decision, and the
subsequent impact on relations with Iraqi governments. The study
draws on diverse sources in various languages, including official
newspapers, publications, Kurdish and Arabic books, biographies,
and scientific research, with a focus on newspapers like Al-Takhi
and Khabat, crucial for understanding the Kurdistan Democratic
Party’s official positions.

The study also examined official publications from Iraqi
governments, including those from ministries and the official
newspaper (Al-Waqa'i al-Iraqi). Historical books, particularly
Kurdish and Arabic ones, played a crucial role. Notably, Masoud
Barzani’s three-volume book, "Barzani and the Kurdish Liberation
Movement," offered significant insights, given Barzani’s proximity
to the events. Other valuable sources included (Sabriya Jarjis Abdul
Rahman Al-Imakani)’s book "Fraternity," (Farhad Muhammad
Ahmed)’s study on "Khabat (The Struggle) Newspaper 1959-
1961," (Ahmed Sajer Jassim Al-Dulaimi)’s work on "Oil Politics
in Iraq during the Arafid Rule," and (Dr. Rizkar)’s "The Epic of

Ain Zala in the Memory of the Peshmerga."
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The study also drew from academic dissertations, such as (Taha
Khalaf Muhammad al-Jubouri)’s on the "position of political
parties and national forces on the oil issue in Iraq 1951-1968" and
(Safa Kazem Abbas)’s on "The nationalization of Iraqi oil 1972-
1975." Personal interviews were a key source, especially due to
historical information gaps. Interviews with individuals closely
connected to the events provided valuable insights. The research
faced challenges, notably the lack of a dedicated document storage
facility in Kurdistan. Despite the difficulties, the study aims to
offer a useful contribution, recognizing the possibility of errors
and omissions inherent in any undertaking, and relying on the

hope for divine success.
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